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PVHO'S FIRST MEETING OUTSIDE NORTH AMERICA LEADS TO A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

Enter the  "global village".  The American Society of Mechanical Engineers  (ASME) is making a concerted effort to "internationalize".  The Safety Code Committee on Pressure Vessels for Human Occupancy (PVHO) is no exception.  The PVHO Committee is holding this year's June meeting in Plymouth, England.   The meeting is being hosted by the Diving Diseases Research Center (DDRC) located in Plymouth.   The Sub-Committee on Medical Hyperbaric Systems will meet on Saturday, May 23rd at the UHMS meeting in Seattle.    All remaining Sub-Committees and the Main Committee will meet June 17 to 19 in Plymouth.

Major issues before the Committee include acrylic window lifetimes, new methods for PVHO construction, reciprocity/interaction with other codes, the development of post-construction guidelines and several other  matters.   The sensitive issue of acrylic window lifetimes has been the subject of considerable effort and debate in previous meetings, and this meeting is anticipated to be no exception.  There is a general consensus that windows in  "benign" environments  (e.g. indoors) retain their strength over time better than do windows in harsher service environments such as windows left exposed to weather conditions  and sunlight.   However, the matter of how to translate that consensus into practical code writing is complicated by the absence of non- destructive  examination  methods  for in-service windows  more  sophisticated  than a simple visual inspection.  Some developments on this issue are expected soon, but just when is not predictable.

In conjunction with the PVHO meeting, the ASME, DDRC and the University College of St. Mark and St. John have organized two workshops aimed at promoting communication between the European and American Codes & Standards communities and other interested professionals.  They are:

        “Best Practice in the Design and Manufacture of Pressure Vessels for Human 

        Occupancy” June 18 and 19, 1998 at DDRC

        "After Milan - What Can We Learn?  A Practical Approach to Hyperbaric Chamber 

        Safety", June 20, 1998 at DDRC.

        Additional information on the workshops and related costs can be obtained by contacting: 

        Coleridge Public Relations: Lori Butterworth or John Hutchins.   

        Phone:  44-1752-635881, Fax: 44-1752-636882, email: coleridge@marjon.ac.uk

        or 

        DDRC (The Hyperbaric Medicine Center), Alasdair Bettles-Hall

        Phone: 44-1752-209999, Fax: 44-1752-209115, email: albh@ddrc.org, www.ddrc.org

        Bulletins are also available from the Triage office.

This group of meetings presents a unique opportunity for the advancement of codes and standards worldwide.  Interested professionals are encouraged to consider participating.

1999 EDITION OF NFPA 99 BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE

This column in the Fall 97 Triage was devoted to the changes that were being proposed for hyperbaric facilities requirements (Chapter 19) in the 1999 edition of NFPA 99.  Those proposed changes are substantial, and represent a fundamental shift in the fire protection strategy in multiplace chambers with the target  "threat” being fires resulting from the ignition of flammable solids rather than the ignition of flammable vapors.  The result, if the proposed changes are adopted, will be that many types of ordinary, low-power medical instruments will be permitted to be used in multiplace chambers, subject to some restrictions.

The period for public comments on the proposed changes closed on April 10, 1998 with only a small number of comments received.  The Technical Committee on Hyperbaric and Hypobaric Systems will meet June 3 & 4, 1998 at the FDA offices in Rockville, Maryland to address the public comments.   The meeting promises to be a lively one due to the magnitude of the changes that have been proposed.  However, the small number of public comments received on the change 

proposals suggests that most of the proposals will be adopted with little,  if  any,  alteration.  The meeting is open to the public, and interested professionals are encouraged to attend.

A complete "side-by-side" comparison of the current and proposed versions of all sections of Chapter 19 for which change proposals were published in the ROP is available from the Triage office.   Technical Directors of multiplace facilities are encouraged to request a copy and review its contents.   An updated version of the "side-by-side" comparison addressing the changes actually made in the 1999 edition will be presented at the 1999 Advanced Course on the Technical  Aspects  of Hyperbaric Chamber Safety  and  subsequently  made  available through the Triage office.

